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BASKETS 

Begin to make baskets
And you will soon find
Something worth doing
To occupy your mind

Every one accomplished
Will bring joy to you

And if you share your knowledge
You will help others too!
            Ilene Powell

********************************************************************************

The Worshipful Company of Basketmakers 
Basketry of the Year Competition 2022 

 

There is still time to enter. The closing date for entries is 2 April 2022. The competition is open to 
all members of the BA, including overseas members. Excellent prizes. Please see page 14 of the 
most recent newsletter, no.180 for details and http://www.basketmakersco.org for the 2022 
competition rules. 
 
********************************************************************************

Catalogue of the “BASKETRY:  RHYTHM, RENEWAL & REINVENTION” exhibition held 
at RUTHIN CRAFT CENTRE

(See a full review by Sue Higham on page 52 of the November 2021 newsletter incl. photos of 
many of the exhibits)

 64 pages, A4, soft cover.   

Excellent full page photos of each of the 37 makers’ work, plus their biographies together with 
essays by Curator, Gregory Parsons, on his motives in staging this exhibition which is a 
development from the successful 1999 sister exhibition called “Interwoven:  Objects, Baskets, 
Form” and by Jane Audus on  ”Moving on from Definitions”.  The BA and the Worshipful 
Company contributed to the production costs. 
Price:     £10 + £2 postage to a UK address;  due to a generous discount from the Ruthin Craft 
Centre (normal price £15).

http://www.basketmakersco.org/


To order your copy:  
please pay the money directly into the BA bank account: 
the Basketmakers' Association Ltd, sort code 20-24-09, bank account no. 53360458 
and give your membership number followed by RUTHIN as the reference.  
 
Contact Iris Hawkes,  irisghawkes@gmail.com,  stating your membership number, address and date 
you paid.

********************************************************************************

 

EXHIBITIONS
All information was correct as we went to press. Please check with the organiser or venue before 
travelling.

February 26 - April 3, 2022

Tansa 探査 – Japanese threads of influence 
Southhill Park, Mansion Spaces, Ringmead, Birch Hill, Bracknell, Berks 
www.southhillpark.org.uk

 
Tansa, the Japanese word for exploration, is the link that binds this Anglo-Japanese exhibition. The 
project began with exploration – a research visit to textile workshops, galleries and studios in Japan, 
undertaken by 18 UK artists, led by Professor Lesley Millar, Director of the International Textile 
Research Centre at the University for the Creative Arts, Farnham.

South Hill Park will be hosting an exhibition of large works – which draw from the techniques, 
methods, research and approaches learnt in Japan – to produce a celebration of Tansa: Japanese 
threads of influence.

Annette Mills has work in this exhibition.  
 
————————————————————————————————————————

mailto:irisghawkes@gmail.com?subject=Ruthin%20Exhibition%20Catalogue
http://www.southhillpark.org.uk/


14 March – 10 April, 2022

The Art of the Exceptional  
Fortnum and Mason, Piccadilly, London

 A Jubilee Celebration of Makers. Bob Johnson has two pieces in this.  Focus is Wicker/Clay and 
Thread on these dates. 
————————————————————————————————————————

Until 17 April, 2022

A Generous Space  
Hastings Contemporary, Rock-a-Nore Road, Hastings TN34 3DW  
www.hastingscontemporary.org
 
This exhibition is part of the Artist Support Pledge that was started by Mathew Burrows on 
Instagram during the first lockdown to help keep the economy going for artists. The exhibition is a 
physical manifestation of what was happening online and is being run on the same principles. All 
work is £200 or less, and artists pledge to buy another artist’s work if they earn £1,000. Julie Gurr 
has three pieces of work selected for this exhibition.

———————————————————————————————————————— 

12 March – 26 June, 2022

Blodeuwedd in Arcadia, Responding to Rembrandt 
Oriel Davies Gallery, The Park, Newtown SY16 2NZ 
http://www.orieldavies.org

Every year, the National Gallery partners with organisations and audiences across the UK to ensure 
that everyone in Britain can engage with their national collection. This March, Rembrandt’s portrait 
of Saskia van Uylenburgh in Arcadian Costume (1635) will visit Oriel Davies gallery. Works will 
focus on Rembrandt as a portrait artist and the Welsh myth of Blodeuwedd, explored through 
contemporary portraiture, film and animation along with baskets and a floating forest installation 
using native flora.

http://www.hastingscontemporary.org/
http://www.orieldavies.org/


The idea of Arcadia has long fascinated artists. It has connections with a rural idyll, a bucolic past, 
escape to the country, or a rural utopia. Basket Association Member, Lewis Prosser has been 
commissioned by the gallery to create a series of wall mounted baskets which display locally 
foraged flowers and other found treasures in the gallery. The baskets vary in size and construction 
and are all made very simply from a circular base. Lewis is exhibiting his work alongside 17 
contemporary welsh artists using a variety of media.

Lewis Prosser has work in this exhibition.

———————————————————————————————————————— 
 
26 March - 5 June, 2022

Somerset Portraits and Voices 
Somerset Rural Life Museum Chilkwell St, Glastonbury, Somerset, 
BA5 8DB. http://www.swheritage.org.uk/somerset-rural-life-museum

Somerset Portraits and Voices is a new exhibition with book launch by Kate Lynch. Some members 
may remember Kate from the work she did celebrating Somerset  willow growers and basketmakers 
some years ago.  This latest project has taken two years and Kate has visited 30 traditional 
craftspeople in Somerset, including basketmakers, to make paintings and drawings of  them at work 
and collect their stories.
Apprentice-trained Chris Beck is featured from the Somerset Levels. He grew up in willow country 
when basketmaking was taught as a trade. Mary Cross is also featured, she is a BA member and 
makes baskets and runs courses near Frome. The painting Kate made of Mary is on the cover of the 
book.

There is also a charcoal drawing of Diana Robertson, a beekeeper who also makes bee skeps from 
straw. Kate’s charcoal drawings are made using Somerset willow charcoal.  Other craftspeople 
featured include a sieve and riddlemaker, brushmaker, horse collar and harnessmaker, blacksmiths, 
farriers, handmade papermaker and one of the few companies in the world weaving horsehair. There 
are lots more. 

 
Kate’s book includes the artwork and extracts from interviews with the craftspeople. Available from 
her website www.katelynch.co.uk and other outlets. Special offer for BA members of free post and 
packing  - please send Kate a message via her website to obtain this offer.

http://www.swheritage.org.uk/somerset-rural-life-museum
http://www.katelynch.co.uk/


2 May - 28 August, 2022

Chaque Fibre de Mon Être (Every Fibre of my Being) 
Abbaye de Maubuisson, Av. Richard de Tour, Saint Ouen L’Aumône, 95310, France.

Solo Exhibition by Laura Ellen Bacon. Willow charcoal drawings and large installations in the 
beautiful Abbey space.
————————————————————————————————————————

 9 - 15 May, 2022
LONDON CRAFT WEEK 
http://www.londoncraftweek.com 
————————————————————————————————————————

28 May- 21 August, 2022

Ruth Asawa: Citizen of the Universe 
Modern Art Gallery, 30 Pembroke St, Oxford OX1 1BP

http://www.mordernartoxford.org.uk
——————————————————————————————————————— 

17 - 19 June, 2002

CONTEMPORARY CRAFT FESTIVAL 
Mill Marsh Park, Bovey Tracey, Devon  
http://www.craftfestival.co.uk

Out of the Woods, a tent of dreamy woodland crafts and an opportunity to sit, watch and make, 
curated by basketmaker Hilary Burns MBE. Mandy Coates and Rosie Farey will also be there.
———————————————————————————————————————

Until Autumn 2022

Indirect Signs of Presence 'Beneath the Surface' 
Wytham Woods, Oxford, OX2 8QQ 
http://www.wythamwoods.ox.ac.uk

Curated by Sara Lowe for University of Oxford's Wytham Woods, Indirect Signs of Presence is a 
programme of newly commissioned artwork and events. Gret Blom, Andy Goodwin and Charlotte 
Holmes were commissioned to design and construct an installation of spheres representing pollen 
archetypes for artist Hermeet Gill, who was inspired by the 10,000-year pollen history preserved in 
Wytham Wood's Marley Fen to create the suspended work.
Woven in locally harvested willow, dogwood and hazel, the installation will remain in-situ for at 
least one year to observe it gradually changing throughout the seasons.  See more images of this 
piece on Charlotte and Andy's Willow Coppice, http://www.willowcoppice.co.uk

 Use Satnav OX2 8QQ for the carpark. See Wytham Woods website for further information about 
visiting. Visitors will require a free permit, which can be obtained by going to the Wytham woods 
website, http://www.wythamwoods.ox.ac.uk/permit.

http://www.londoncraftweek.com/
http://www.modernartoxford.org.uk/
http://www.craftfestival.co.uk/
http://www.wythamwoods.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.willowcoppice.co.uk/
http://www.wythamwoods.ox.ac.uk/permit


 9 Aug - 27 Aug, 10am – 4pm 
Nourish 
Crafts Study Centre, Falkner Road, Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7DS 
http://www.csa.uca.ac.uk

 
Nourish features work by seventeen willow basketmakers, artists and sculptors, all of whom are 
full-time professional makers, and part of the Basketmakers Professional Development Programme 
at Cockpit Arts. The exhibition explores the idea of nourishment and what it means to the maker 
today.

————————————————————————————————————————

 
14 July - 6 October, 2022

EXHIBITION OF IRISH CRAFT HEROES 
50 MAKERS X 50 YEARS 
Kilkenny Castle, Kilkenny, Ireland

and

14 October - 30 November, 2022 
Dublin Castle, Dublin, Ireland 
http://www.ncdg.ie/exhibitions/irish-craft-heroes

Joe Hogan and Bob Johnston have work in this exhibition.

————————————————————————————————————————

 

http://www.csc.uca.ac.uk/
http://www.ndcg.ie/exhibitions/irish-craft-heroes


3 - 4 September, 2022

Woven Through Time: the Mastery of Basketry 
HISTORIC LIFE WEEKEND  
Weald and Downland Museum, Town Lane, Singleton, Nr Chichester, PO18 0EU, (01243) 
811363 http://www.wealddown.co.uk

Free parking but costs to go in. At present you have to prebook tickets. We are planning a BA 
gathering here.

————————————————————————————————————————

Please send any events you wish to be included in the future e-news or dates for the diary in the 
journal to Iris Sebba, exhibitions2022@aol.com

http://www.wealddown.co.uk/
mailto:exhibitions2022@aol.com

